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Moderate/Severe Disabilities .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Christina Rusk 
Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction 
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*Cum laude   **Magna cum laude   ***Summa cum laude
The list of names as it appears in this program includes actual and potential graduates 
for the 2016–2017 academic year. The above “graduation with honors” distinctions 
are contingent upon final grade point average calculations at the completion of all 
relevant degree requirements. The official list of graduates and honors awarded for 
each graduation date of the 2016–2017 year is maintained by the university registrar.
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Dr. Rachelle Kisst Hackett
Dissertation: An Investigation 
of the Relationship Between 
Professional Development, 
Teacher Efficacy and Teacher 
Stress Among Teachers in 
Shanghai Public Primary 
Schools
Phil Buchanan
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Laura K. Tang 
Tammy Tarn 
Pupil Personnel Services 
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Jessica M. Butelo 
Christopher A. Hernandez 
Gabriela Satvaldiyev 
Megan A. Thompson
Pupil Personnel Services 
School Psychology (Intern) 
Courtney T. Craven 
Jonathan C. Lucas 







Rebekah Jane Grabow 
Erin E. Hines 
Alison J. Spieth 
Steven Swofford 
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Calistra A. Robinson 
Andrea L. Tener 
Sara B. Thompson
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STUDENT AWARD 
RECIPIENTS
Undergraduate Education Student of the Year
Jennifer Carillo
Diploma and Hooding Ceremony Banner Bearer
Sobia Khan
Outstanding Multiple Subject Credential Graduate
Andrea Green 
Leah Cofer 
Outstanding Single Subject Credential Graduates
Nathan Rhea 
Katherine Steffanic
Outstanding Special Education Moderate/Severe Disabilities
Ginelle-Marie Balingit 
Constantina Robinson 
Outstanding Administrative Services Credential Graduate
Francesca Inzerillo
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Initiates into Who’s Who Among Students in  











Alpha Sigma Lambda is the national honor society recognizing 
excellence among nontraditional students, meaning those who have 
returned to college later in life and who achieve academic excellence 
while also fulfilling adult duties of work and family life.
Elizabeth Aguiar **
Angela F. Leonardo *
*inducted in 2015 
**inducted in 2016
Phi Kappa Phi
Among honor societies that induct members from all academic 
disciplines, Phi Kappa Phi, founded in 1897, is the nation’s oldest, 
largest, and most selective. Invitation is extended to graduating 
seniors and graduate students in the top 10% of their class, and 
to juniors in the top 7.5% of their class. The mission of the society 
is to recognize and promote academic excellence and to engage the 
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HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL
Gladys L. Benerd School of Education
From its beginning, University of the Pacific emphasized the 
preparation of “preachers and teachers,” and those who planned 
to teach made up a large proportion of the student body during 
the university’s first 50 years. In 1915, the university began 
issuing elementary and high school teaching credentials, and 
a Department of Education was created in 1920 as the third 
academic unit in the university. The School of Education was 
formally organized in 1923, recognized by the California State 
Department of Education on January 10, 1924, and officially 
established shortly after the College of the Pacific moved to 
Stockton in 1924.
In the middle 1950s, the School began a Doctorate of Education 
program, and it was among the first institutions in California 
to prepare educational administrators, school psychologists and 
special education teachers. In the 1960s, the School offered 
one of the first undergraduate Teacher Corps programs in the 
United States. In the 1970s and 1980s, it offered innovative 
programs to prepare bilingual educators, and, in the 1980s and 
early 1990s, its Title VII Doctoral Fellowship Program prepared 
exemplary teachers and administrators in the fields of bilingual 
education and English as a second language.
Today the focus of the School’s programs is on teacher 
education, leadership preparation, distinctive programs in 
school psychology, and the preparation of instructional and 
curricular leaders for K-12 and higher education. During its 
long history, the School has had only six previous deans:  
Dr. J. Williams Harris (1924–1944), Dr. J. Marc Janzten (1944–1974), 
Dr. Oscar Jarvis (1974–1984), Dr. Fay D. Haisley (1984–1998), 
Dr. John M. Nagle (2000–2004), and Dr. Lynn Beck (2005– 2015). 
Dr. Marilyn Draheim served as interim dean (1999– 2000), 
followed by Dr. Dale Andersen (2004–2005). Dr. Linda Webster 
served as interim dean (2015–2016). Dr. Vanessa Sheared 
became the seventh dean of the School in July (2016). 
In 1992, the School was formally renamed the Gladys L. Benerd 
School of Education following an endowment gift of $6.5 million 
from Ms. Benerd, a friend of the School of Education and a 
long-time teacher in local schools. 
For years, the School has maintained its accreditation with state  
and national agencies. Its programs for P-12 educators are fully 
accredited by both the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing and the National Council for Accreditation of  
Teacher Education (NCATE), and its school psychology program 
is approved by the National Association for School Psychologists 
(NASP). Pacific has been NCATE accredited for nearly 50 years,  
the first institution of higher education in California to be 
accredited by NCATE through the doctoral level.
Through its academic departments, the School currently 
offers Bachelor of Arts, Master of Education, Master of Arts, 
Educational Specialist, and Doctor of Education degrees, as 
well as California credential programs in Multiple Subject, 
Single Subject, Special Education, Administrative Services 
and Pupil Personnel Services in School Psychology. For more 
than 75 years, the School of Education has been the primary 
academic unit at the University of the Pacific responsible for 
the preparation of teachers and other professionals to work with 
diverse populations in P-16 schools.
Hundreds of graduates have become teachers, counselors, school  
psychologists, principals, subject matter specialists and superintendents 
in both public and private education. Others are taking a leading  
role in higher education and in nonprofit and other organizations. 
Multiplied student-by-student, year-by- year, these hundreds of  
graduates of Gladys L. Benerd School of Education have positively 
touched the lives of thousands of individuals.
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THE MISSION
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education embraces a mission 
of preparing thoughtful, reflective, caring and collaborative 
educational professionals for service to diverse populations. 
Further, the School directs its efforts toward researching the  
present and future needs of schools and the community, fostering 
intellectual and ethical growth, and developing compassion and 
collegiality through personalized learning experiences.
THE VISION
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education is guided by a vision 
of schools, colleges and other educational systems promoting 
a healthy, productive, diverse and just society by providing 
learners and their families and communities with opportunities 
for academic, personal, professional and economic growth and 
development. These schools and colleges, of necessity, will be 
inhabited and led by strong and competent professionals. We are 
guided by and committed to a vision of the Gladys L. Benerd 




The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education is committed to 
ensuring that students maintain high standards of competence 
in their academic and professional careers. This includes obtaining  
the broad and diverse general knowledge base of scholarship 
deemed essential to becoming a reflective professional, as 
well as the more specific content and skills of one’s particular 
educational specialty. The School values faculty who hold 
themselves to a high standard of competence in both their 
academic and professional careers and their professional 
communities, and who strive continually to enhance the 
collegiality, competence and intellectual vitality of all faculty.
Integrity and Ethical Conduct
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education values high 
professional standards and ethical conduct among its faculty 
and students. Students and faculty are expected to be honest, 
fair and respectful of others. The cornerstone of the School’s 
conceptual framework is the metaphor of the reflective 
practitioner. Reflective practice involves reflecting on and taking 
responsibility for one’s actions through the continuous planning 
and re-planning of professional practice. The philosophy we 
embed in this model advocates professional responsibility and 
individual awareness of one’s own belief systems and limitations, 
as well as those embodied in the diverse populations we 
encounter professionally. This involves adapting to the needs of 
different populations by analyzing and explaining problematic 
situations, testing hypotheses and continually reformulating 
one’s understanding of practice through critical thinking, 
discussion, scholarship and collaboration.
Diversity
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education values diversity 
in its students, faculty and curriculum. The School promotes 
awareness of and respect for cultural, individual and role 
differences, including those due to age, gender, race, ethnicity, 
national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, language, 
philosophical orientation and socioeconomic status. The School 
is firmly committed to preparing professionals who can work 
effectively with all individuals and who realize learners have 
different capabilities and strategies for learning derived from 
their prior experiences and cultural backgrounds.
Social and Community Responsibility
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education promotes awareness 
in its students and faculty of their professional responsibilities to 
the communities and society in which they work and live. The 
School accepts a responsibility to contribute to the renewal of 
schools, communities and families by conducting research that 
strives to advance human welfare and by preparing professionals 
for leadership roles in their professions and communities. The 
School values collaboration with members of the professional 
community to design, deliver and renew effective programs for 
preparing all students. This core value also takes into account 
the sociopolitical role of education in the struggle for achieving 
an equitable society.
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Collegiality
Faculty members in the Gladys L. Benerd School of Education 
recognize their responsibility to provide an atmosphere that 
engenders courtesy, respect and genuine regard for others. In 
order to maximize the quality and effectiveness of students’ 
learning experiences, all interactions among faculty, students, 
field supervisors and staff are expected to be collegial and 
conducted in a manner that reflects the highest personal and 
professional standards. Faculty members model that learning 
is influenced by social interactions, interpersonal relations and 
communication with others. Co-construction of knowledge 
among faculty and students allows learners to link new ideas 
and experiences with prior knowledge in meaningful, coherent 
ways that demand creative and critical thinking.
Teaching and Learning
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education engages students in 
meaningful learning experiences that are designed to promote 
professional development and enhance academic inquiry. 
Teaching is a complex, intellectually challenging and moral activity  
in which learning is valued as the over-arching goal and meaning 
is socially constructed through professional collaboration.
Faculty exhibit and promote learner-centered and technologically 
enhanced teaching characterized by intrinsically motivated 
tasks that combine novelty and challenge, are aligned with 
students’ interests and allow for personal choice and initiative. 
Such an approach to teaching and learning takes into account 
each individual’s beliefs, goals, emotional makeup, styles of 
learning, cultural background, technology skills and habits of 
thinking. Both professors and students in the School hold to 
high standards that emphasize an ongoing pursuit of knowledge 
production, critical analysis and reflective practice. 
PROFILE OF PACIFIC
Preparing our students: success after graduation
University of the Pacific provides a superior, student-centered 
learning experience that integrates liberal arts and professional 
education to prepare students for lasting achievement and 
responsible leadership in their careers and communities.
At six months after graduation, nearly 90 percent of the Class 
of 2016 was employed or accepted to a graduate or professional 
school, completing a post-graduate internship or fellowship, or 
serving in a military or community service experience. In 2016, 
Pacific alumni salaries ranked No. 2 in California compared 
to similar institutions, according to the White House College 
Scorecard. Overall, Pacific ranked No. 7 among California’s 348 
colleges and universities for alumni salaries.
Looking back: our unique history
University of the Pacific was established in 1851 as California’s 
first chartered institution of higher learning. It was founded by 
pioneering Methodist ministers remains the only Methodist-
related university in California. Originally located in Santa Clara, 
the university later moved to San Jose and, in 1924, moved to 
Stockton, making it the first private four-year university in the 
Central Valley.
An innovator and leader in higher education, Pacific provided 
California with its first chartered medical school in 1858, its first 
coeducational campus in 1871, and its first conservatory of music  
in 1878. It was the nation’s first to offer an undergraduate teacher  
corps program, the first to send an entire class to an overseas 
campus, the first to establish a Spanish-speaking inter-American 
college, and the first to offer a four-year graduation guarantee.
Pacific has enjoyed extraordinary stability in administration. 
Pamela A. Eibeck began her service in 2009 as the sixth president 
since the university’s move to Stockton in 1924 and the 24th 
since its founding in 1851.
Under the leadership of President Eibeck, Pacific continues to 
expand its academic offerings in Sacramento and San Francisco 
as guided by our strategic plan. The plan capitalizes on Pacific’s 
highly regarded academic programs, formative student-teacher 
relationships and multiple locations to position Pacific as the 
best teaching-focused university in California.
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Looking forward: innovating with the times
Today, University of the Pacific is a highly ranked national 
university that remains deeply committed to its personal, 
student-centered approach. Campuses in Stockton, Sacramento 
and San Francisco strategically position Pacific in three of 
California’s, and the nation’s, most important and dynamic 
markets. The university earns widespread recognition for its 
deep commitment to teaching and learning, its history of 
innovation and the accomplishments of its alumni.
Pacific has added more than a dozen new academic programs 
across its three campuses over the last two years. Once the 
exclusive homes to Pacific’s law and dental schools, the Sacramento 
and San Francisco campuses now reach new students with 
graduate programs in data science, physician assistant studies, 
audiology, music therapy, education, public policy, and public 
administration. These programs help address the region’s 
critical need for leaders in technology, health care, education, 
government and nonprofit sectors.
This fall, the Stockton Campus will host new graduate and 
undergraduate programs designed to equip students for success 
in the digital era, including a master’s in cybersecurity and 
Media X, a program that integrates the analysis, performance, 
production, marketing, and management of traditional, digital, 
and emerging media.
Beyond academics: Pacific’s community impact
In addition to academics, Pacific is making a positive community 
impact across the Northern California region through tens of  
thousands of hours of public outreach, innovative new programs  
and the efforts of students, faculty and staff across the university.  
For example, the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences held its 100th Mobile Medicare Clinic and  
celebrated a decade of free clinics that have saved more than  
5,500 Medicare recipients upwards of $5.7 million in prescription  
drug costs. Since 2010, more than 3,000 of the most vulnerable 
and underserved in our communities have received health care  
services through our Virtual Dental Home program, a revolutionary 
new care delivery system developed by Pacific’s Center for Special  
Care. And McGeorge’s legal clinics on important topics, such 
as immigration law, benefit the community while preparing 
students through meaningful experiential learning.
Our schools, majors and programs
Pacific’s nine schools and college on its three campuses offer 
students their choice of 80-plus majors, including 25 graduate 
programs and 10 accelerated program options. For example, 
students can go directly into certain professional programs, 
including pharmacy, dentistry and law, while accelerated programs  
in business, engineering and education make it possible to earn 
both undergraduate and graduate degrees in five years.
College of the Pacific (1851)
The College of the Pacific is the oldest and largest academic 
unit, encompassing 18 departments and 29 majors in the 
natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, and the fine and 
performing arts. Based upon its foundation of a rigorous liberal 
arts curriculum, the College champions experiential learning 
through undergraduate research and creative activity, fieldwork, 
internships, and study abroad. The College prepares graduating 
students to command a broad perspective in their professional 
careers, ready to assume the responsibilities of leadership.
Conservatory of Music (1878)
Pacific’s Conservatory of Music has been delivering an outstanding 
music education for more than 135 years. Degree programs 
are offered in performance, composition, jazz, education, 
management, music therapy and history. Conservatory faculty 
artists/scholars provide a rigorous and supportive learning 
environment. Students have access to a recording studio, 
technology and composition labs. Seminars and master classes 
with accomplished alumni and visiting artists along with 
numerous performance and other experiential opportunities 
help prepare graduates for professions in music.
Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry (1896)
The nationally renowned Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry, 
named in honor of its dean of 28 years, is committed to providing a 
world-class dental education for its students and comprehensive, 
affordable patient care for adults and children. The Dugoni School 
is highly regarded for its humanistic model of education that 
respects the dignity of each individual and for innovation in  
dental curriculum, including comprehensive patient care and  
competency-based education. Its programs include an accelerated 
year-round pre-doctoral DDS program that enables students to 
complete four academic years of instruction in three calendar years.
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McGeorge School of Law (1924)
McGeorge educates lawyers for large and small law firms, 
government agencies and corporate legal departments around 
the world. McGeorge’s success is built on its distinguished faculty, 
high quality students, committed and involved alumni, and 
beautiful, spacious campus with state-of-the art classrooms and  
student facilities. McGeorge is a dynamic law school that is  
changing and growing to meet the challenges of the global economy 
and to educate the lawyers who will be tomorrow’s leaders.
Gladys L. Benerd School of Education (1924)
The Benerd School of Education, named in honor of an alumna’s  
endowed gift, has educated future professionals in learning, 
education, and leadership roles for more than 90 years. Benerd 
School faculty prepare students for service in public and private 
education and learning-related professions in other sectors; provide 
programs for current educational professionals to update and  
upgrade their understanding, knowledge and skills; and promote 
and engage in research leading to better education and learning. 
Thomas J. Long School of  
Pharmacy and Health Sciences (1955)
The Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences  
is named in honor the of the financial commitment of the 
Thomas J. Long Foundation and the Long family. The School 
offers a three-year accelerated pharmacy program, provides 
speech-language pathology students early clinical experience, 
prepares highly-trained audiologists and produces practice-ready 
physical therapists. The School is committed to creating a leadership  
focused, success centered environment for its diverse student 
body. Students are empowered to succeed through meaningful, 
experiential learning in state-of-the-art laboratories. The School’s 
programs have received continuous national accreditation.
School of Engineering and  
Computer Science (1957)
The School of Engineering and Computer Science empowers 
its students to solve problems by developing their own projects 
and working alongside professors on contemporary research. 
The School’s faculty take each student’s education personally 
and are committed to mentoring them both inside and outside 
of the classroom. With its distinguished cooperative education 
program, students also get to ‘learn and earn’ through a paid 
professional internship, built right into the curriculum, with  
one of the School’s 200-plus industry partners worldwide.
Eberhardt School of Business (1977)
The Eberhardt School of Business was renamed in 1995 in 
recognition of the Eberhardt family’s endowed gifts. Fully accredited 
by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, 
the School boasts a $3 million Eberhardt Student Investment 
Fund, a dedicated Career Management Center, top-rated faculty,  
state-of-the-art classroom technology, and exceptional experiential 
learning opportunities. The School offers valuable leadership 
development and business resources through its centers and  
institutes, including the Center for Business and Policy Research, 
Center for Entrepreneurship, Westgate Center for Leadership and 
Management Development and Institute for Family Business.
School of International Studies (1987)
A school within College of the Pacific, the School of International 
Studies is devoted to the interdisciplinary study of international 
affairs. International, interdisciplinary and intercultural immersion, 
acquisition of at least one second language and at least a semester  
of study abroad prepare students to succeed in a variety of 
professions in industry, government, not-for-profit organizations 
and educational institutions. The School’s programs help students  
develop strong analytical reasoning ability and strengthen written 
and oral communication skills while building intercultural 
competence and personal confidence.
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE UNIVERSITY MACE
Originally a weapon used in medieval warfare, the mace evolved 
by the 12th century into a symbolic device used on ceremonial 
occasions and borne before monarchs, mayors and parliaments. 
The mace, as an academic symbol, dates back to the 15th century 
at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. The use of maces 
as symbols of academic authority spread to other universities in 
the British Isles and from there to America.
Robert E. Burns, Pacific president from 1946 to 1971, asked Stuart  
Devlin, an internationally-known London silver designer, to create  
University of the Pacific’s mace. It was commissioned in recognition 
of the University’s transition from a college to a university and was  
first used at a Founders Day ceremony on March 6, 1966. Constructed 
entirely of silver with a gold plated seal of the University in its head, 
the mace weighs 15 pounds and is approximately four feet long. It was 
a gift from Mrs. Winifred Olson Raney, a Regent of the University. 
The mace is displayed at all official University functions, including 
Commencement and Convocation. It is traditionally carried by the 
chair of the Academic Council to symbolize the role of the faculty 
in university governance.
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School of Engineering and Computer Science —  
This banner’s orange represents the engineering and computer 
science disciplines. The School was founded in 1957 from a 
department that dates to the 1930s.
Eberhardt School of Business — The School’s banner 
features an olive brown field. 
School of International Studies — Peacock blue 
symbolizes the field of international studies. The School was 
established in 1987 with a gift from George and Isabelle Wilson.
SIGNIFICANCE OF 
ACADEMIC REGALIA
Distinctive academic dress can be traced back to the universities 
of the Middle Ages when university students and faculty  
wore the robes of the clergy. Today three ranks of degrees are 
distinguished through variations in the robes, which also indicate 
the discipline and the university that awarded the degree. 
In the United States, gowns generally are black. The color of 
the edging of the hood and occasionally the color of the facing 
and crossbars on the doctoral gown indicate the field of learning 
in which the degree is awarded. The colors of the lining of the 
hood are those of the institution awarding the degree. Generally, 
bachelor’s and master’s tassels are black, and doctoral tassels are 
gold. After graduation the tassel is worn on the left side of the 
Mortarboard. An individual’s degree is revealed by the type of 
gown and width of the edging on the hood. 
Bachelor’s gowns have full, pointed sleeves with no trimming. 
Hoods have a two-inch edging. Master’s gowns prior to 1960 had full, 
closed sleeves with the arm emerging through a slit at the elbow. 
In 1960, the gown was modified replacing the elbow slit with an 
opening at the wrist, and the gown was made to close. Hoods 
have a three-inch edging. Doctor’s gowns are of silk, have rounded  
sleeves, velvet facing down the front and three velvet crossbars 
on each sleeve. Hoods have side panels and a five-inch facing.
SCHOOL AND  
COLLEGE BANNERS
School and college banners signifying each of the academic 
units of the University precede a unit’s faculty in the procession  
and are displayed during the ceremony. The color of the banner 
symbolizes the academic discipline.
College of the Pacific — The golden yellow field of this 
banner represents the sciences, while the white letters signify the 
arts and humanities. 
University Library — This banner’s lemon-yellow color 
represents the library sciences. The Library has supported  
teaching, learning and scholarship since Pacific’s founding in 
1851. It is home to many special collections, including the  
papers of naturalist John Muir and musician Dave Brubeck.
Conservatory of Music — The tradition of representing 
music with the color pink originated at Oxford University. 
Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry — The lilac 
color of dentistry forms the field for this banner. Founded in 1896 
as the College of Physicians and Surgeons, the School became 
part of the University in 1962. 
Pacific McGeorge School of Law — Purple, a color  
traditionally associated with royalty and governance, represents 
the law. Named in honor of its founder, Verne Adrian McGeorge, 
the School opened in 1924 and merged with Pacific in 1966.
Gladys L. Benerd School of Education — The light 
blue field signifies disciplines related to education. 
Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and  
Health Sciences — Pharmacy is represented by olive green, 
a color associated with healing herbs. 
Research and Graduate Studies — Red-orange signifies 
this division, which was established in 1956 as Pacific expanded 
its graduate degree offerings.
Pacific Hail!
Words and Music by  
Lois Warner Winston ’23
From o’er the rugged mountains  
standing high;
From out the broad low valleys,  
’neath the sky;
Our alma mater calls, we cannot fail,
Our voices blend in praise, 
Pacific Hail! Pacific Hail!
 
Long may her flaming torch give out its light;
Long may her spirit guide us in the right;
To her we pledge our hearts,  
We dare not fail;
To her we raise our song,
Pacific Hail! Pacific Hail!
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University of the Pacific was the first:
Chartered Institution of Higher Education  
in California
•
Chartered Medical School on the West Coast, 1858
•
Co-educational Campus in California, 1871
•
Conservatory of Music in the West, 1878
•
Four-year Private Institution  
in the Central Valley of California
•
To Offer an Undergraduate Teacher Corps Program
•
To Send an Entire Class to an Overseas Campus
•
To Establish a Spanish Speaking  
Inter-American College
•
University-based Undergraduate  
School of International Studies in California
•
University to Offer a Four-year Guarantee
•
University to Offer Matching Cal Grants
